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DOGS — STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.02 pm]: 
Earlier this year, the state government released for public consultation the draft report “Health and Welfare of 
Dogs in Western Australia: Standards and Guidelines” as one plank of our election commitment to stop puppy 
farming. The draft standards and guidelines have stoked much community interest, with more than 1 400 submissions 
received through the consultation process. Today, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
has released its consultation summary report. The community is strongly behind the concept of dog standards and 
guidelines, with 93 per cent of respondents agreeing that dog owners should have to comply with minimum 
standards for the health and welfare of dogs. Just over half of the respondents agreed that the proposed dog 
standards and guidelines reflect community values and expectations for the acceptable treatment of dogs. Of the 
25 per cent of respondents who disagreed with this statement, responses were divided between those who 
considered the draft dog standards and guidelines too strict and those who wanted more stringent conditions. The 
department will now review the draft dog standards and guidelines, giving consideration to the submissions 
received and making changes where appropriate. In some instances, the draft dog standards and guidelines will be 
changed to reflect the view that some requirements were too strict or impractical—for example, the 
recommendation to carry a first-aid kit when out of range of accessible veterinary care, and for drivers to minimise 
bumps, jolts and swerving during journeys with dogs. It is expected that the standards and guidelines will be 
finalised in the next two months. 
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